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Dear Parents,
WELCOME BACK!

Premier of New South Wales, Hon. Gladys Berejiklian announced before the start of term, broad guidelines
for students across all school sectors in NSW to transition back to the classroom during Term 2. There is a
degree of flexibility for government and non-government schools within these guidelines, reflecting the
diverse nature of the education sector.

As stated by the NSW Association of Independent School (AISNSW), independent schools want to return
to face to face teaching and learning with students as soon as practical. However, we must do everything we
can to ensure the safety, health and wellbeing of our students, staff and people entering our campuses.
Within the compliance requirements, individual independent schools will determine a transition pathway
that is suitable for their school community and their particular circumstances.

For Alexander school this means that:

. During the first few weeks of Term 2, ‘Remote Learning’ will be delivered to students in the same
way it was provided in the last weeks of Term 1. There will be one mode or online education
delivery at home and on campus.

. Our school remains open for ‘children of essential workers, vulnerable children, and those that do
not have a safe learning environment at home.” However, the State Government’s directive to
parents to keep their children home, if practical, still applies. In addition, considering the following
statement ‘that schools must continue to provide an option for parents who need to send their
children to school from the commencement of Term 2°, we ask parents to contact us to discuss.

With ‘Remote Learning’ being resumed
this week, the teachers had prepared the
second round of ‘Learning Packs’ that
were distributed on Monday. During
the delivery of the packs, Year 1 and 2
students were also provided a laptop, in
line with the rest of the students in
Years 3-6.

I would like to take this opportunity to offer our sincere thanks for your unwavering support as we have
navigated the necessary shift to a contemporary and flexible ‘Remote Learning’ program.

In these challenging circumstances, the capacity of teachers, students and parents to adapt has been
impressive. | am grateful for the strength and resilience the community has shown and no doubt will
continue to show, during this period of uncertainty. We are extremely pleased of the rigorous ‘Remote
Learning’ program that we have been able to offer our students, which has included a comprehensive
program of interactive and live lessons throughout the day. Student wellbeing, pastoral care and keeping
students connected have also been a focus of our program.

Naturally, we want nothing more than to have our students back on our school grounds, enjoying the
wonderful environment and experiences as soon as possible. We have been working carefully to develop a
thorough plan for the weeks ahead which is special to the circumstances and learning environment at
Alexander School. It is important to note that the needs of our community are unique and that the approach
taken by NSW government schools and other non-government schools may be different to our approach.

3 07%/«« At Alexander school, we are mindful of the fact that each family has their own views about
‘ education, learning and COVID-19. Therefore, we must do our best to support each student and
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family as much as possible. As such, we have set out a plan to cautiously reintegrate students so we can get on
with the task of learning at school and enjoy the benefits of being at Alexander Primary.

We will continue to respond to information and advice coming from health experts and how it can be applied to
our unique school environment. Therefore, our plan will only be implemented with the knowledge and
understanding that any change in circumstances may quickly alter our response. We have been working as a staff
on continuing to enhance our online provision for continuing requirements or a possible repeat in the future.

As you are aware, the School Board convened during the week to consider our plans in view of any changes to the
situation in the wider public sphere. During the meeting, a cautious program for our staggered approach to face to
face teaching was considered, placing a high priority on the health and safety of our community.

The wellbeing of all students and teachers, their connection with each other, along with maintaining our high
standard of education, remain the priorities of the School. We are truly blessed to have such a remarkable
community. I am more confident than ever that our staff will continue to do what is needed to support our students
with their learning and wellbeing in this challenging time.

Therefore, during the first few weeks of term, we will continue to invest a tremendous amount of effort to deliver
a ‘Remote Learning’ program for students. The necessity for ongoing remote learning will bring breakthroughs in
the use of technology in education. However, I sure we all have come to realise and appreciate more than ever, the
value of our teaching and learning experience that is enriched by human connections and social interaction.

During Weeks 3 and 4, we will trial a staged return to classroom for a limited number of students. More detailed
information relevant to your child will be made available towards the end of Week 2. As we have previously
stated, this is an extremely dynamic situation. While we have comprehensively planned for the weeks ahead, we
will continue to remain agile. COVID-19 has changed our lives like never before, as such the School Board
remains extremely cautious in our approach.

From Week 5, we are hopeful that we can slowly expand our return to teaching and learning from school. This
will, of course, depend on the local and national situation regarding COVID-19 and the protocols which are in
place. More information will be provided over the weeks ahead.

The safety and wellbeing of students, staff and parents continues to drive our decision making. The School will
always be taking a precautious approach, regarding maintaining social distancing protocols and hygiene.

We will be monitoring the health and wellbeing of students, which may include temperature checks on arrival or
during the day. We intend to follow advice from the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee regarding
how to best manage hygiene and wellbeing in a school setting. One of the best ways we can stop the spread of
COVID-19 is through rigorous hygiene practices. We would be grateful for the support of all parents in reiterating
the importance of social distancing and hygiene prior to their child returning to school.

Our sincere thanks once again for your support. We have greatly missed seeing the students at Alexander School
each day and we look forward to seeing them back in the coming weeks.

1* May, 2020
MANOUG DEMIRJIAN
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Thons You!

Thank You to all our students for the lovely photo and video messages of acknowledgement, following a

surprise visit from the ‘Alexander Easter Bunny’.

Keeping active, staying mindful,
generating positive emotions & connecting as a family
are some of the best ways to enhance mental health
and wellbeing at this challenging time.

‘Good Energy at Home’ is a free,
easy to use and fun way to keep active as a family. Visit:
www.gonoodle.com/good-energy-at-home-kids-games-and-videos

Wik
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Developed by Northern Sydney Local Health District
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The Crunch&Sip break is a great routine to
keep up at home-school.

[ It’s a set time during
the school day for
students to eat

vege‘tables or fruit
‘and drink water
(usually around
10am).

CRUNSH & SIP IDEAS

e Water infused with herbs, fruit, ice cubes
e \Vegie sticks, chopped fruit, slinkied (curly) apples

Crunch&Sip helps students perform better, show increased
concentration, and be less likely to be irritable and disruptive.

For more ideas, search %
‘Crunch&Sip’ at &‘1‘
health.nsw.gov.au

GOVERNMENT

Developed by Northern Sydney Local Health District
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Lettn A
Students Write to the Residents of 'A‘

Alexander Aged Care ALEXANDER

AGED CARE

AGBU Alexander Primary School students are regular visitors to Alexander Aged Care. However, as a result of
the recent visitor restrictions the students of Years 5 & 6 wrote to the residents, to continue their general
contact and pass on their well wishes... The letters were written while the students were also in isolation at
their own homes... during the current period of 'Remote Learning’. [Watch the video on Facebook HERE]
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https://business.facebook.com/AlexanderSchool/videos/592316208039417/
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http://www.facebook.com/AlexanderSchool |6 Like

105" Awniversany ‘ i

Commemoration of the
Armenian Genocide

AGBU Alexander Primary School students come to pay their respect, to Remember and honour the memory
of all the Armenians who were brutally murdered and massacred 105 years ago, during the ‘First Genocide

of the 20th Century’.

Armenians all over the world commemorate this great tragedy on April 24, on our day of remembrance. We
also come to call for recognition and Justice for the atrocities committed again the Armenian people of the

Ottoman Empire. [Watch the video on Facebook HERE]
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https://business.facebook.com/AlexanderSchool/videos/906303503166346/

105" Awniversany

Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide

Image stills from the Facebook video
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