A.G.B.U. Alexander Primary School

NEWSLETTERE"™

2 Namba Road, Duffys Forest NSW 2084 | 9486 3266 | B Office@alexander.nsw.edu.au

Dear Parents,

ASTEP AHEAD IN REMOTE LEARNING
Over this past week, the AGBU Alexander Primary School community would have been preparing for our
annual Easter Concert, instead we prepared for the safety and wellbeing of our school students and staff in
dealing with the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

By following the advise of the Australian and NSW Governments, the School Board and Executive put in
place a plan based on our Critical Incident Policy. Therefore, by Monday afternoon we had an indication by
the majority of our parents, the position they will be taking for the remainder of this term. This was to assist
the school in having a better understanding and consistency in helping us plan for the weeks ahead.

The reality was that our attendance numbers were continuing to go down, from 70% last Thursday to 45%
on Monday. With a change in the pendulum, our priority also needed a review, to cater for the growing
number of students who were being kept at home. As a result, we were ready to commence remote learning
through our Google platform, together with the set workbooks that were being prepared by the teachers for
their classrooms. This was the reassurance to all our parents and community that we were leading by
example and being proactive in planning for all eventualities.

Even with the scheduled power outage at the school on Tuesday, there was
no setback in being able to setup and provide laptops to every student from
Years 3-6, including to some families in Years P-2 where they were
required. In addition, as a special service, we provided the option of home
delivery and setup of the laptops and learning packs.

On the other hand, students whose parents clearly did not have the choice to
keep them at home and required school attendance, also joined the same
online learning program. Our dedicated teachers were in attendance to =
provide regular contact with parents and students, in order to assist with set tasks or follow up on activities.

With any new initiative, we do not anticipate smooth sailing, nor do we expect our ‘remote’ learning to
replace the classroom experience of any student. In time, our effective communication and use of the
Google ‘Classroom’ application will improve, together with the increased opportunity to conduct online
face-to-face lessons with ‘Hangout - Meet’. The teachers are at school to support their students and parents
in any way they can, so we continue to have uninterrupted learning under these difficult circumstances.

I believe, we will continue to do well as a learning community, but we cannot forget that we are also first
and foremost a community of faith. Together we pray for all those in our community who are sick, for those
that have lost their livelihood and for those who have been indirectly affected by the Coronavirus. We will
do everything that we can to assist families.

We also thank our parents for the ongoing support and the positive messages and affirmations our staff
have received. In turn, we will continue to strive to meet the needs of the most important members of our
school... our students.

In God we Trust... To Grow & Serve

27" March, 2020
MANOUG DEMIRJIAN

30¢m 30" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION EVENTS - POSTPONED
* The 30" Anniversary Committee has postponed the 30™ Anniversary Concert and the Dinner-Dance,
—

that were scheduled for August this year, to the following year.
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News fom WESA. ..
‘NAPLAN’ 2020 Cancelled

On 20" March, the Education Council agreed that the National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) testing will not proceed in 2020 to help principals, teachers and school staff focus on student
learning during the outbreak of COVID-19.

The Education Ministers decided to cancel NAPLAN for 2020. The decision was made to provide teachers and
principals as much time as possible to focus on the continuation of their students’ education. This decision
includes cancellation of:

e NAPLAN Online practice testing, 23 March - 9 April 2020 NAP LAN

e NAPLAN Online tests, 12 May - 22 May 2020
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

e NAPLAN paper tests, 12 May - 15 May 2020. Literacy and Numeracy

Stzant®  Let's get learning

What's the difference? A question we get asked by our students and parents when using Reading Eggs:

“What'’s the difference between Reading Eggs and Reading Eggspress, and do we have access to both?”

Answers: They both make up the same literacy program. Reading Eggs is designed for the younger learners
(ages 4-7) and Reading Eggspress is for the more mature learners (ages 7-13) and, yes, you do have access to
both. In fact, you could easily have some students on Reading Eggs and some on Reading Eggspress.

When should they use Reading Eggspress? Any of the options below are a good indicator that it's time
for Reading Eggspress. _ <

@ i
e Completed all lessons within Reading Eggs.
e Completed Storylands lessons.

e Students can read independently.

e  Students can read short chapter books.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

29/03 Easter-Cenecert-&Piente Cancelled
06/04 Parent/Teacher Interviews (TBC)
09/04 Last Day Term 1

10/04  Good Friday - Public Holiday
11/04 Holy Saturday - Public Holiday
12/04  Easter Sunday - Public Holiday
13/04  Easter Monday - Public Holiday

01/08 30" Anniversary-Coneert—Zenith Theatre

15/08 30" -AnniversaryDinner DanceMiramare
20/09 Armenian Cultural Day

06/12 Christmas Concert & Graduation
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BE SKILLED
Spotls Day. .. | = F”'Q
Gymnastics Program

PE, SPORT & GYMNASTICS PROGRAMS

Our gymnastics program for this term has been excellent, thanks to ‘Be Skilled Be Fit’. Up to last week, the
students were making wonderful progress with the weekly sessions. The programs were well structured and

catered for outcomes set out in the curriculum. However, as a result of COVID-19, the program has been
suspended. We hope to see them back again later in the year.
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= UNUQUAMMULUL ZUSNS URUSMULPAS BE LA QBLULSUSE
DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND

) Unwglunpy Primate
ZUBYULNRL UNLENU LUKULEUL ARCHBISHOP HAIGAZOUN NAJARIAN
Zunnpruqgpniphth O 4
24 Uwipun 2020

Urunpuihng b Unp QEjwinnugh Zununnwughuy Ukp dnnnnipnht

Ujunt §p mbinkugukup dbp Zudwyuph quuujubpp, np Unipp Muhng Munwpuqubpb no
wpupnnniphlatbpbp, OUNGUQUN Y, Urwg Zhugrwpphh wnuionbtwh, KCUGULN3SH kL U.
QUSPUh Muwnwpwuqutpp, htyyku twk Zngkhwiquintwb, Utwg Zhtigopupphh VURULCUUU bk
Urug Mppuph PUAUUL wpupnnmphibubpp wnknh yhwunh mukiwt MLOUY G, ninhy
kptpmy, whwnh hkpwuwheniht SLuymph hbnbibwg Eobpnit Ypuy: NSULORUSE wpupnnniphit
wbknh whwuh sniuttwy: Upnupty, Urunpuhny dip hwmwnwgbwbtpp jpowt hbnbich) Suwyniph
htwnbikw) Eotipnit Uhongut.

Unipp SBwpmphth Eylinkgh Qugnimuun - Uhwnth
https://www facebook.com/ArmenianApostolicChurchofHolvResurrection/

Unipp Uuninnmuudwdht Bhknkgh - Ukpymph
https://www.facebook.com/StMarvsArmenianApostolicChurchMelbourne/

Uju oppwttht ki gunp wmbophtmphil, MEupmpppiyhih Unmpp Gppopymiphi Ghknkginy uke
wpwpnnniphibtbp bt Mwnwpuqutp winh whnp smakbw:

ThhUVL UAULQLAMYULULE

s

Communique 4
24/03/2020
To our faithful in Australia and New Zealand

We wish to inform our community that the forthcoming Lenten services and Divine Liturgy on Palm Sunday,
the moming of Holy Thursday. Easter Eve (Jrakalooyts) and Easter Sunday as well as Requiems, the
Evening Vigil on Holy Thursday and the Burial service on Good Friday to be held behind closed doors, will
be broadcast live on the following Facebook pages. Please note that the Washing of the Feet service on Holy
Thursday will not be conducted.

Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy Resurrection Church — Chatswood, Sydney
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianApostolicChurchofHolvResurrection/

Armenian Apostolic Church of St Mary — Melbourne
https://www.facebook.com/StMarvsArmenianApostolicChurchMelbourne/

During this period, church services with not be held at the Armenian Apostolic of Holy Trinity in
Wentworthville.

Chancellery of the Diocese of Australia & New Zealand

11 Chatswood Avenue, Chatswood NSW 2067 ~ PO Box 694, Chatswood NSW 2067 Australia
Tel: 61-2-91614000 ~ Email: primate@armenian.com.au
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IN UNITY IS STRENGTH * UPNHBhILC QONNHRHHL £

Utip Cpowbiwmljubpnt, Uwutwdhintpnt, typngutipng, 8wdtwpunidplpnt b Gphunwuwpn
Uphtunwyjupdubpnt Uhpkh Uhwdubp,

Utgh hwdwp wiubkptbiwbuybih tp, np Muundwlubonpth witwhwnty E hnpdwbuinp tdwt ywwhnt dp
whwh gpnikht wju nnnbpp, woowphp yuwnnithwunn wnhwnuinp hpuljuwiniptwbt ghd juinghdwi:

“nip, dkp punmwbthpubpp B opowtiwljutpp, dkp dnnwbsnidubpnit ke kp wju wwhnil, tpp dwuppuyhtt dkp
pultpniphiup wdkunipkp, gipwgnju ghqbp h qnpé Yp nuk dwhpuyhtt hwdwdwpuwlh uvntndwés hwdwnwupws
wnwuqtuyp pdppuknt bt phiwgpuittjnt hwdwp:

Uuhlu wnhp dpt E wijwulws pninphu, junphppwskint Jhwuph hpwljuiniptwb b dbp gnmphiulju
puunhputipnit onipg, hwumwwn wyt hwdngnudny, np pninpu Jhwubwpwp gnipu ywhnh quip wyu pninpkl,
qopugwd ki hwuntl, Yhwiph hwinby unp wopuwphwhwjwugpny bt hhdtwlwt wpdbkputpnt wikjh junp
ghinulgnipliudp:

Ujpunt, §p thwihwphtp dkq hpwqtylk] 2.L.L.U.Lh gopsniubniphiuubpnit dwupl, tkpuy hpungpoipbw
wuydwbbpnit dke: busybu wpnkt wwnkuht phjugpuws thup dkp oppwbwlutpni, wihpwdton k gunp
wnlonhuniphtl, htntih] nknuijut junwjupswut dwpdhtitbpne hpwhwbqubpmt BL wywhnduljub pk
wnnnowyuwhwljwt gniguniupubpnil: ‘Ukpiuyhu, wopiwphh viwpwsphtt dbp qpuubkubwlubpp poinpp Yp
gnpdttt hbipwdup pgpoipbwdp bt uupwun B wewljglnt dkqh, hrpwpwiship hwdwjuph wwpwuquyhl,
ntininyt hwdwywunwupiwt yuphpubpnit hwdbdwwn: Uh qupwithp ghutnt dbp gpuubkibwlutpniy, npnp
Ypbwb ninpniphtt iy dkqh, oguuugnpsdtint hwdwp dkp npudwunpnipbwt wwl tnnn vhongubpp, npnig
owipphl bwht Zuyjuluwt Zknwdup Anjkgh hwpniun Jupkhniehiuabbpp:

Utp nupngubpp b YEgpnbuubkpp wwppbp opowbiubpnt dky, hinwdwup nuuptpwugpubp §'hpugnpst, dhis
Ubkp gnpdott jubdtwimidpipp hwdwgwugh Ywpbihniphibibpp wpunbjugnjiu §'oqunugnpstt  junwy
wnwtkint hwdwn hpkug vhwutwlwy wpjuwwnmwupubpp:

Quwhwwnbkh & muuwungpphs Bt dwubumpwpup dbp Eppnnwuwppuljut opowtwljubpnt wohungd
gnpéniukniphiutibpp, npnig pupphtt ujunitnuljut pnwdpipnt hwdwguiguyhn

owpniiwyning Yuwybpp b pupwughly wwppbp jpughpubpnt onipe Gphunnwuwpn Uphbunnwdupdubpnt Ynndk
Antwupyninng hinwqup pubwpynudubpn:

Ulpniown pninpu Yp ghnmwlghtip wju pnjnphtt mbnbuwljwi swp hbnbkiwupubpnil, npnug mupnnmiphiip b
wqnbgniphiup dbp pinhwinip gnpswnuniphibbpnit hwdwp we wydd ndniwp | wunbpugut;: Fuyg b
wjiyku §p Junwhkgukp dkq, pk Uhwubtwpwp yhwnp juonnhtp nnipu qu wyju nwgquuyta:

Zudwnwpws nuqhuwh hbnbiwupubpp wionion pgwwn wirkih Swip i npny hwdwyupubpnt wwpwquyhl,
npnip juikjbuw) wowlgmptwt Yuphpp ntuh, hsyku ophttml Lhpwuwuh it Uniphny hwdwyupubpp, nip
ntypbpnt qupqugnidh jp pupnitwltup downk hinbith] minuljw dkp jupnjgubpni thgngu:
Zuyuuwnwth dke, huungniws tup, np junwjupniphiip quuwhwnbh wopwwnwip Yp nwh jugniphtup
hwjuwlohrh nwll wuwhbnt ninyniptwdp: Ukup wn uydd dbp gnpdniubniphiuiubpp nunpignigws tup
Zuyuwuwnwih bt Upgwjuh dkg, nip dbp Yhgpnuubpp Yp owpnibwlbb hphug wojpwwnwupubpp hinwdup
ppoipludp, yuwnpwuwn gnpsh dknttwpytnt tpp mbninjt Ypuy junuljutwt juphpubtpp:

Uhts pninphu Yp pnth pk dbjniuwugdwt qqugnidp gbphohunn b wju opkpnil, vhwubwlwinipbwt nght
uwluyt wikh pwt Epplp, nidquopkt Yp npubinpk hupghtp hpwpoqunipbwt whtwhiptipug ophtmjutpny:
Quuwhwwnbtgtp wn dhwulniptwt nghtt bt wwwpwstkgtp wbnp wwpptp bEpbinpubpnit wntsninng dkp
thnpdwnniphiubpp pulipughtt gwugkpnit dhgngui: Ywpbtinp E qownbwunk] qhpwp wju npdniwp
dudwtiwljutipnit:

Utp otipd pundwpt k np Skpp wowlhg pjjuy pojnp wintg npnup pdniwpnipbwt Uk Eu i qopwuguk utq,
pwoniptwdp nhiwgpuikint wyju dwpwnwhpwikpp, wywquh hwinky njuny b jurwnbuniphudp:

8niuny, np wyu thnpopluih opkpnil sninny Yp juenpnkt jpunwn opkp, dhwgkp wnnne ki wmywhny, Ypyht
hwunhuybnt okipd wjujuniptwdp:

Uhwululub nghny’
MEpg Uknpuljiwut
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AGBU

IN UNITY IS STRENGTH « UhNH@hiul QOPNHHIL &

Dear Districts, Chapters, Schools, Committees and Young Professionals Members,

| would have never imagined writing such a letter to you all with such difficult and challenging
moment in history. My thoughts are with you, your families and your communities and | hope you
are all safe.

These are unprecedented times for our society to come to grips with reality. COVID-19 has brought
on an apocalyptic feeling and yet | am sure we will all come out of it with more compassion,
maturity and a new outlook to our core values. This should be a time of reflection on the meaning
of life and our collective purpose.

| also wanted to update you on the status of our operations at AGBU under the present
circumstances. As already know we have all our constituents to abide by their local government
mandates for the foreseeable future. At this time, our global offices are operating remotely and are
here to support you and your community’s needs. We have many resources available for your use,
including AVC, and urge you to connect with us on how to leverage them. Please do not hesitate to
reach out to our offices for guidance and assistance.

Our schools and centers around the world are offering online classrooms and many of the volunteer
committees continue to hold virtual meetings. | was personally uplifted to see our scouts and
committees continue their meet ups online and want to note that there is a YP movement to host
virtual panel discussion events and gatherings on a regular basis. Our youth continues to inspire,
even during these times.

Regarding the financial consequences of this present crisis | am sure you are all aware of the market
conditions and it is too early to know how this will affect our overall operations. | can assure you
though that we will get through this together.

The situation created by coronavirus affects every community around the globe but nevertheless
we have some regions which will require even more attention. For example, we are monitoring the
evolution of events in Lebanon and Syria which will no doubt warrant further assistance.

As for Armenia, we believe that the government is doing a good job in keeping the situation under
control. We have halted our programs and activities in Armenia and Artsakh and continue our
operations virtually. We are ready to help when there is clarity of the needs on the ground.

While this may feel like an isolating time, it is also a time for unity. | invite you all to share the ways
your community is supporting one another through our social media platforms. It is important to
raise each other up during these times.

My prayers are with all of you asking the Lord to assist all those in need and to give us the hope and
courage to remain faithful and optimistic for the future.

Please remain safe. | look forward to seeing you sometime in the near future once the calm has
come after this storm.

In unity,

Berge Setrakian
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