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Dear Parents, 
THE SPIRIT OF VARTANANTS 

Yesterday, according to Alexander school tradition, the students visited the Armenian 
Apostolic Church of Holy Resurrection to receive Holy Communion and blessings for the start 
of the school year and on the occasion of Vartanants. 
 

During the special mass it was evident to all parishioners that the spirit of Vartanants was 
among them... 

 

All of a sudden, everything starts to appear much different than it looks. Before we realise, there is a sense 
of transformation from the sanctuary of the church to the field of Avarayr, on the banks of the Dghmoud 
river. No!… that’s not His Eminence Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian giving the day’s sermon at the alter, 
it is our vibrant Ghavont Yeretz, addressing the Armenian people on the strength of the Christian faith. He 
is giving his memorable speech which has been immortalised as the driving spirit of Vartanants. Also 
standing there is Vartan Mamigonian, the Commander-in-Chief of the Armenian troops. He will be next to 
give his historic and final speech, preparing the 66,000 Armenians physically and spiritually for the holy 
battle… in fact one of the most significant battles for the Armenian nation! 

Vartan Mamigonian knows the task ahead is difficult if not impossible, but for him the choice is clear. At 
this defining moment, it is a do or die for his people... He may be outnumbered against an army of 300,000 
Persians, but quantity is not an issue, it is quality that matters! He is among friends who are ready to make 
the ultimate sacrifice for their nation. 
 

One by one... the soldiers, now turned students, come forward to receive blessings and Holy Communion, 
before they face the enemy. However… who is the enemy now? It’s no longer the Persians… the current 
enemy is much stronger and the battles fought on many fronts much harder... Once again, the time has come 
to regroup, to unite! 
 

The mission set by our founding fathers is clear, but the road ahead is scattered with many obstacles. 
Nevertheless, we truly believe the spirit of Vartanats is among us. Hence, the sacrifice we make and the 
price we pay today is nothing compared to what our ancestors were prepared to do on the field of Avarayr.  
 

Together we are reawakening the Vartatants spirit! 

1st March, 2019 
MANOUG DEMIRJIAN 
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www.cancercouncil.com.au 

 

SPORTS DAY GYMNASTICS PROGRAM 
Term 1 Sports Day will include the Gymnastics Program, provided by ‘Be Skilled 
Be Fit’. The weekly sessions started on Friday, 8th February and will continue until 
the last day of Term - Friday, 12th April.  

 

The subsidised cost of the gymnastics program is $60 per student for the ten sessions. The 
actual cost is $10 per session or a total of $100. However, this has then been subsidised by the 
‘Sporting Schools’ funding at $40 per student. Invoices have been issued. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
14/03 Responsible Pet Education Program (P-2)  
17/03 Working Bee (To Be Confirmed) 
19/03 ‘Smart Start’ Program - School Visit 
01/04 Start of Vegetable Week 
04/04 ‘Big Vegie Crunch’ 
07/04 Easter Concert & Picnic 
12/04 Last Day Term 1 
14/04 Palm Sunday 
19/03 Good Friday - Public Holiday 

20/03 Holy Saturday - Public Holiday 
21/04 Easter Sunday - Public Holiday 
22/04 Easter Monday - Public Holiday 

ARMENIAN STUDENT FUND 

WEEKLY  REPORT: Term 1 Week 5 

SPONSOR A CHILD IN ARMENIA THROUGH THE 
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

8 Points – Ararat ……..…. $11.20 

6 Points – Masis ………... $10.40 

        TOTAL:  ………... $21.60 

        ACCUMULATED:  ….…….. $39.80 

Congratulations to all the students who 
remembered to bring their library bags 
for borrowing this week. If you forgot 
to bring yours in, try to remember next 
week. 

L IBRARY DAY IS  MONDAY 

HOUSE POINTS TERM 1 
Uniform, Playground, Charity 

& Awards 

ARARAT - 15 points 
MASIS - 15 points 

 

MOBILE PHONE POLICY - Application for Permission 
As part of the school Mobile Phone Policy, parents are reminded that children first need to request 
and be granted permission in writing, before being allowed to carry a mobile phone in their bag. 
 

Students who were granted permission to carry a mobile phone last year need to renew their application. A copy 
of the policy is available to parents on request. The policy includes the relevant application form. 

TEACHERS’ AWARD 

Congratulations to our first recipients of the year. 
Let your teacher know when you are ready to collect your 

Teacher's Award and be included in this weekly honour list. 

Remember 10 Encouragement Awards = Teacher’s Award 

 TERM 1 – WEEK 5 
Year 5: Sara Demirjian 
Year 4: Lara Bozikian 
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Cancer Council recommends 
you protect yourself in 5 ways: 

S½®Ö on clothing that covers your arms and legs  
S½�Ö on a broad brimmed or legionnaires hat  
S½ÊÖ on 30+, broad-spectrum sunscreen  
S��» shade 
S½®�� on wrap around sunglasses 

 

Mothers’ Christmas Club $1,335 
A group of ladies who donate proceeds from their 
annual collection to benefit the school in some way. 

Armenian Apostolic Church Council $1,000 

Dr & Mrs Artin and Maro Jebejian $1,000 
In support of Alexander School, 
for a successful academic year  

Mr & Mrs Hovhaness & Mary Kouyoumdjian $500 
On the Happy Occasion of their 

50th Wedding Anniversary 

Armenian Community Welfare Centre $100 

Thank you to your support. 

 
In Memoriam for the Late Eugenie Keshishian 

Mr & Mrs Dikran and Seta Dikranian  $50 

In Memoriam for the Late Fr Razmig Boghossian 

Mr & Mrs Varoujan and Sylvia Iskenderian $150 

Mr & Mrs Kevork and Vicky Tashjian $50 

In Memoriam for the Late Vahan Shanakian 

Mr & Mrs Dikran and Seta Dikranian  $50 
 

May their souls rest in peace. 
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Photo Gallery - Vartanants & Holy Communion 

h p://www.facebook.com/AlexanderSchool 
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 Alexander Playgroup 
                   When: Thursdays 
                        Time:   10am - 1pm 
     Where: Alexander Primary School 

           To receive further informaƟon call the office - 9486 3266 

 

 Ages 
0 - 5 Come along & 

join the fun! 
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